opposite, simple, usually entire. Stipules present, often much reduced. Flowers actinomorphic, borne in axils of reduced upper leaves, their opening not highly synchro nized. Sepals 3-7, persistent after petals have fallen. Floral tube 0. Petals as many as sepals or 0, yellow, usu ally entire. Stamens as many as or twice as many as sepa ls; anthers ovoid or oblong. Pollen shed in tetrads or singly. Stigma entire. Ovary' with many pluriseriate or uniseriate ovules in each loculus. Capsule terete or with 4 or 5 ribs, angles or wings, irregularly loculicidal. Seeds ellipsoid, lacking hairs, free or embedded in endocarp at maturity, light brown. Basic chromosome number: x = 8.
Species ± 85 and sections 23, worldwide, mainly South America, relatively few in Africa; seven in south ern Africa, widespread in subtropical parts, extending to southern Western Cape.
Note: Ludwigia perennis L. is treated as occurring in southern Africa in Raven (1963: 367) based on the single collection, Schlecliter 12189, from Lions Creek. This localitity has been found to be in southern Mozambique (Raven 1978: 339) 1. L udw igia erecta (L.) Hara in Journal of Japa nese Botany 28: 292 (1953); P.H. Raven: 348 (1963) ; PH . Raven: 333 (1978) . Jussiaea erecta L.: 388 (1753); Brenan: 12 (1953b) . Type: from America, probably Colombia, from seeds cultivated in Europe.
Robust well-branched herb, up to 4 m tall, freely branched, subglabrous, puberulent, or densely villous. Leaves linear to subovate, 7-145 x 1-40 mm, 11-20 main veins on each side of midrib; petiole 0 to 10 mm long. Bracteoles 0-1 mm long. Sepals 4, 3-15 x 1.0-7.5 mm. Petals 3 -1 7 x 2 -1 7 mm. Stamens 8. Pollen shed in tetrads. Capsule 17-45 x 2-8 mm, terete, pale brown with 8 darker ribs, readily and irregularly loculicidal; pedicel up to 10 mm long. Seeds 0.60-0.75 x 0.5-0.7 mm including inflated raphe which is equal in size to body of ridged, free, brown seed. Autogamous. Chromosome numbers n = 16 (only number known for Africa), 24.
Throughout the tropics and subtropics of the world. In southern Africa in N Namibia, Northern Province, North West, Gauteng and Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal and also in southern Western Cape ( Figure 1) ; wet places, 0-1 500 m. A careful study of this species throughout its range has led to the conclusion that it is best not to at tempt to recognize infraspecific taxa in a formal taxo nomic sense. The most distinct of the entities recognized earlier was subsp. brevisepala (Brenan) PH .R aven, with sepals only 3-6 mm long, which is confined to but wide spread in Africa.
Low herb, creeping and rooting at nodes, sometimes completely submerged, stems mostly 50-350 mm long, finely puberulent or glabrous. Leaves narrowly lanceolate to rounded, 5-30 x 3-10 mm, veins obscure; petioles 1-2 mm long. Bracteoles 0. Sepals 3 (rarely 4 or 5), 1 -3 mm long. Petals 3 (rarely 4 or 5), 2.0-2.5 x 0.5-1.0 mm. Stamens 3 (rarely 4 or 5). Pollen shed in tetrads. Capsules plump, thin-walled, 3.5-9.0 x 1.3-2.0 mm, pale brown, readily and irregularly loculicidal, subsessile. Seeds show ing clearly through capsule wall, in ± two rows in each locule, free, ovoid, ±. 0.7 mm long, rounded at ends, light brown; raphe narrow and inconspicuous. Autogamous or cleistogamous. Chromosome number: n = 8.
Coastal Senegal to southern Sudan, Zaire, and south to northern Namibia and probably northern Botswana 
4.
Ludw igia lep to carp a (Nutt.) Hara in Journal of Japanese Botany 28: 292 (1953); P.H. Raven: 376 (1963); Schreiber: 3 (1967); P.H.Raven: 340 (1978) . Jussiaea leptocarpa Nutt.: 279 (1818); Brenan: 16 (1953b) . Type: from North America.
Robust hairy plants to 3 m tall, reclining at base but erect and well branched, with erect floating pneumatophores, often forming large masses. Leaves broadly lanceolate, long-hairy, 35-180 x 10-40 mm, 11-20 main veins on each side of midrib; petiole 2-35 mm long. Bracteoles 0 or reduced. Sepals 5 (rarely 4, 6, or 7) 5.5-11 x 1.5-3.0 mm. Petals 5-11 x 4 -8 mm. Stamens twice as many as sepals. Pollen shed in tetrads. Capsule relatively thin-walled, long-hairy, 15-50 x 2.5-4 mm, terete, dull light brown, with prominent ribs over locules and less prominent ones over septa, marked on outside with bulges ± 0.5 mm apart corresponding to position of seeds, slowly and irregularly loculicidal; pedicels 2-20 mm long. Seeds uniseriate in each locule of capsule, hor- izontal, obovoid, 1-1.2 mm long, shiny pale brown; raphe much narrower than body of seed; each seed loose ly embedded in an easily detached horseshoe-shaped seg ment of firm pale brown endocarp ± 1.0-1.5 mm thick and ± 1 mm high. Somewhat outcrossing but self-com patible. Chromosome numbers: n = 24 (in Africa), 16 (in New World).
In the Am ericas from the southeastern USA to Argentina and in Africa. Rare in southern Africa, in KwaZulu-Natal, northern Namibia and Botswana ( Figure  3 ). 
5.
L udw igia abyssinica A.Rich., Tentamen florae abyssinicae 1: 274 (1848); PH. Raven: 380 (1963); Schreiber: 2 (1967); Ross: 262 (1972); P.H.Raven: 340 (1978 Stout, subsucculent herb, sometimes woody at base, up to 3 m tall, well branched, glabrous except for minute hairs on midribs and margins of young leaves. Leaves lanceolate or broadly elliptic, 20-130 x 0.5-3.5 mm, 13-22 main veins on each side of midrib; petiole 2-20 mm long. Sepals 4, 1.7-3.0 x 0.4-1.0 mm. Petals 1.5-3.5 x 1.2-2.6 mm. Stamens 4. Pollen shed in tetrads. Capsule relatively thin-walled, glabrous, 10-20 x 1-2 mm, terete, light brown; pedicels 0.5-3.0 mm long. Seeds uniseriate in each locule, diagonal, obovoid, 0.60-0.75 x 0.4-0.5 mm brown; raphe inconspicuous, each seed loosely but completely embedded in an easily detached piece of soft powdery endocarp 0.6-1.0 x 0.5-0.7 mm. Autogamous. Chromosome number: n = 24.
Endem ic in Africa from Senegal and Sudan to Madagascar and southern Africa where it occurs only in northern N am ibia and in KwaZulu-Natal ( Figure 4) ; in swampy situations. Figure 2D -K .
Herb with prostrate or ascending stems, rooting at nodes, with conspicuous, white, erect, spindle-shaped, mucronate pneumatophores arising in clusters at nodes of floating stems and from roots; plants more or less dense ly villous to glabrous. Leaves narrowly lanceolate to nar rowly elliptic, 20-90 x 5-17(-23) mm on flowering stems, broader on floating non-flowering branches, 6-12 main veins on each side of midrib; petioles 2 -2 0 mm long. Bracteoles ± 1 mm long. Sepals 5, 5-14 x 1.5-2.8 mm. Petals 7-18 x 4-10 mm. Stamens 10. Pollen grains shed singly. Capsule 10-30 mm long, light brown, with 10 conspicuous darker brown ribs, terete, with bulges ± 1.5 mm apart, thick-walled, very tardily and irregularly dehiscent; pedicel 5-20 mm long. Seeds uniseriate, 1.1-1.3 mm long, pale brown, more or less vertical, firm ly embedded in coherent cubes of woody endocarp 1.2-1.5 x 1.0-1.2 mm, endocarp firmly fused to capsule wall. Somewhat outcrossing but self-com patible. Chromosome number: n = 16.
Northern Namibia, Botswana and throughout eastern southern Africa (Figure 5 ), widely distributed in Africa and Middle East; wet places especially along rivers and lakes and often floating, sometimes forming large masses. 
7.
L udw igia p alu stris (L.) Elliott, A sketch of the botany of South Carolina and Georgia 1: 211 (1817) A large cosmopolitan genus of ± 185 species, with a centre of diversity in North America, 10 species in Africa, four native in southern Africa and fairly widespread. Robust herb 0.2-2.5 m tall; rhizome stout; plants more or less white-pubescent all over. Leaves mostly op posite, oblong-lanceolate, sessile, clasping at base, coarsely toothed, 20-120 x 4 -3 0 mm. Inflorescence with an admixture of glandular trichomes, erect in bud; flow ers erect in bud. Floral tube 2.5-3.0 mm across, ± 1.0-1.5 mm deep. Sepals 6-10 x 2.0-2.5 mm. Petals 6-16 x 6-15 mm, bright purplish rose. Style 6-10 mm long; stigma deeply 4-lobed, held above anthers at an- thesis, lobes 1.5-2.5 mm long. Capsules 30-80 mm long; pedicel 2-12 mm long. Seeds oblong-obovoid, acute at base, coarsely papillose, 0.90-1.15 mm long, dark brown or even coppery, com a 5 -7 mm long, dull white. Outcrossing but self-compatible. Gametic chromosome number, n = 18. Protandrous.
W idespread in Africa, Europe and temperate Asia, in wet places. In southern Africa it occurs on the Waterberg in Namibia and throughout South Africa (Figure 7 ), pre dominantly in montane regions. Perennial herb 0.1-1.0 m tall, producing leafy rosettes from short stolons near base in autumn; plants strigillose, especially above, and with raised lines running down from bases of petioles, these pubescent above. Leaves mostly opposite, subsessile and usually decurrent on stem, narrowly lanceolate to nearly elliptical, 15-75 x 3-15(-21) mm, bluish green, evenly and strongly dentic ulate. Inflorescence erect in bud; flowers erect in bud. Flower tube ± 1 mm across and deep. Sepals 2.8-4.2 x 0.8-1.8 mm. Petals 2.5-5.0(-7.0) x 2 .0 -3 .5 M .5 ) mm, pale lilac to pink. Stigma entire, clavate. Capsules (35-)50-110 mm long, on a pedicel 1.2-3.0 mm long. Seeds oblong-obovoid, acute at base, coarsely papillose, 1.0-1.3 mm long, brown, coma ± 8-10 mm long, dull white. Autogamous or cleistogamous. Gametic chromsome number: n = 18.
In South A frica'and Lesotho, coastal to high altitudes (Figure 8) Perennial herb 0.1-1.2 m tall; underground stems ver tical or nearly so, densely invested with thick white, fleshy, rounded scales ± 4 x 2-10 mm after first year; plants strigillose with some glandular trichomes in the more densnarrowly lanceolate, serrate with prominent forward-directed teeth, 20-50 x 0.4-2.5 mm; petioles 1.0-2.5 mm long. Inflorescence erect in bud; flowers erect or somewhat drooping in bud. Floral tube 2.0-2.5 mm across, 1.1-1.5 mm deep. Sepals 4.2-10.0 x 1.2-2.5 mm. Petals 6-16 x 3.0-10.5 mm, bright rose-purple, paler purplish, creamy, or white. Stigma white, 4-lobed, lobes 0.7-2.0 mm long. Capsules 30-90 mm long; pedi cel 10-60 mm long. Seeds oblong-obovoid, papillose, 1.3-1.6 mm long, brown, coma 5-7 mm long, dingy white. Outcrossing or self-pollinating. Gametic chromo some number: n = 18. Perennial herbs 0 .2-1.6 m tall; strongly rhizomatous; rhizomes lacking scales, long-spreading and giving rise to new leafy shoots; plants evenly strigillose, sometimes sparsely so, with faintly marked lines running down from margins of pedicels. Leaves mostly opposite, very nar rowly to narrowly elliptic, rarely almost lanceolate, weakly serrulate or rarely serrate, 20-80 x 3 -2 0 mm; petiole 1-8 mm long. Inflorescence erect in bud, to 300 mm long; bracts usually not much reduced; flowers nod ding in bud and when opening first, later erect. Floral tube 0 .8-2.0 mm across, 1.5-2.3 mm deep. Sepals 3.5-8.5 x 1.2-2.2 mm. Petals 5-15 x 2 -7 mm, at first white or cream, then rose following pollination. Stigma usually clavate, rarely subcapitate, entire. Capsules 3 0-70 mm long, on a pedicel 8-45 mm long. Seeds oblong-obovoid, obtuse at base, m inutely reticulate, 1.00-1.35 x 0.35-0.60 mm; light brown or tan, coma ± 5 -9 mm long, copious, white. Mainly autogamous. Gametic chromosome number: n = 18.
Extending in southern Africa along the eastern moun tains to the Transkei, including Lesotho and Swaziland (Figure 11) , from the highlands of tropical and temperate Africa and M adagascar; moist places, 500-3 000 m. Agressively rhizomatous perennial herb, forming ex tensive mats with well-branched stems 200-600 mm tall; plants subglabrous or sparsely pubescent, stems strig illose and with long, spreading hairs; leaves densely st rigillose in relatively hairy plants. Leaves linear to nar rowly oblanceolate, 10-110 x 1-20 mm, sparsely sinuate-dentate, rarely subentire, often undulate. Inflorescence 100-300 mm long, simple or branched; bracts lanceolate to narrowly ovate, 1-5 x 0.5-2.0 mm. Flowers opening near sunset. Floral tube 2.5-5.0 mm long. Sepals 7-14 x 1.25-2.50 mm, strigillose. Petals 7.0-14.5 x 3-7 mm, white, fading pink. Ovary; outside of floral tube, strigillose. Body of capsule 8-15 x 1.5-3.5 mm; stipe 2-8 mm long. Seeds (l-)2^4 x 2-3 mm, light to reddish brown. Self-incompatible. Gametic chromo some number: n = 14.
Native to USA, Texas and Oklahoma; widely intro duced elsewhere in USA, in Italy and locally in South Africa on Van Staden's Pass ( Figure 12) ; a noxious weed limited by self-incompatibility. Robust clumped perennial herb, usually branching co piously from a heavy underground crown; stems erect or mm, yellowish to light brown. Self-incom patible. Gametic chromosome number, n = 7. Approximately 125 species, all native to North and South America, but widely naturalized in the Old World; 14 species recorded in southern Africa. Stout, erect winter annuals or biennials, simple or sparsely branched, ± 1.0-1.5 m tall, forming a rosette; stems strigillose, with scattered longer subappressed hairs, red papillae few or 0. Leaves: rosette leaves 60-200 mm long; cauline leaves broadly lanceolate, conspicuous ly sinuate-serrulate, acum inate at apex, strigillose, 50-120 x 20-35 mm; petioles 0-12 mm long. Bracts 10-50 mm long. Floral tube 80-130 mm long, strigillose and glandular-pubescent. Sepals 35-60 mm long, strig illose, with free tips 3 -6 mm long. Petals 4 0-50 mm long, yellow. Anthers 12-22 mm long. Capsule 2 0-50 x 6-10 mm, strigillose but with short fine and longer coarser hairs. Seeds sharply angled, 1.5-2.0 mm long. Outcrossing but self-compatible. Chromosome number, n = 7 (7 bivalents or small rings at meiotic metaphase I).
Native to North America from Oklahoma and south ern Kansas to northeastern Mexico. In southern Africa widespread in Northern Province, North-West, Gauteng and M pum alanga and local in northern Cape, coastal Kw aZulu-N atal and the Western and Eastern Cape (Figure 14) . First recorded in 1926 at Welverdiend Station.
2.
O en o th era villosa Thunb., Prodrom us plantae capensium : 75 (1794) 3. Oenothera biennis L., Species plantarum 346 (1753); non sensu Harv.: 505 (1862) vide O. villosa', Munz: 132 (1965) . Type: from Europe.
Weedy biennial 0.3-2.0 m tall, simple or branched, forming a rosette; stems pubescent throughout with short appressed hairs (strigillose) and usually longer curved or spreading hairs, some arising from red papillae. Cauline leaves lanceolate, sinuate-denticulate, sharply acute to acuminate at apex, strigillose and with some longer hairs, 80-170 x 20-50 mm; petioles short or 0. Bracts 10-40 mm long. Floral tube 2 5^0 mm long, with some glandtipped as well as non-glandular hairs. Sepals 8-28 mm long, pubescent as in floral tube, free tips terminal, erect, 1.5-3.0 mm long. Petals 10-25 mm long, yellow, gener ally aging old gold. Anthers 4 -7 mm long. Capsule 14-40 x 3 -6 mm, strigillose and villous to subglabrous. Seeds sharply angled, 1.2-1.8 mm long. Autogamous. Chromosome number: n = 7 (ring of 14 or ring of 8 and ring of 6 at meiotic metaphase I).
Native of eastern USA and Canada. Local in southern Africa in Northern Province, North-West, Gauteng, Mpumalanga, Lesotho and northern Karoo (Figure 14) . First recorded in 1910 at the Crocodile River (Ermelo District). Erect, bushy biennial to short-lived perennial, 0.8-1.2 m tall, forming a rosette; stems ± densely crisp-puberuIent and with numerous longer spreading hairs, many arising from red papillae. Cauline leaves broadly lanceo late-to ovate-oblong, crinkled, obtuse to acute at apex, substrigillose, mostly 50-100 x 25-40 mm; petioles 0 -2 0 mm long. Bracts 10-30(-50) mm long. Floral tube 35-50 mm long, glandular-pubescent and villous. Sepals 30-40 mm long, glandular-puberulent and villous, free tips 5 -8 mm long. Petals 35-50 mm long, yellow. Anthers 10-12 mm long. Capsule 2 0 -25(-30) x 5 -6 mm, villous and glandular-puberulent. Seeds sharply angled, 1.3-1.7 mm long. O utcrossing but self-com patible. Chromosome number: n = 7 (ring of 12 and 1 bivalent at meiotic metaphase I).
A species of garden origin, widely distributed in culti vation and as a naturalized plant in the Old World and North America; in southern Africa local throughout east ern southern Africa, although not in Swaziland, and as far south as Knysna (Figure 16 ). First recorded in 1891 in Eastern Cape. 
5.
Oenothera parviflora L., Systema naturae edn 10: 988 (1759); Munz: 121 (1965). Type: from North America or Europe. Weedy biennial 1.0-1.5 m tall, simple or branched, forming a rosette; stems subglabrous to strigillose-puberulent and with looser longer spreading hairs that may arise from red papillae. Cauline leaves narrowly lanceo late, shallowly denticulate, acute to subacuminate at apex, strigillose to subglabrous, 50-120 x 12-30 mm; petioles short. Bracts 10-30 mm or longer. Floral tube 20-40 mm long, subglabrous or strigillose or more or less glandular-pubescent and strigillose, often also with somewhat stiffer erect hairs. Sepals mostly 8-20 mm long, usually pubescent as in floral tube, sometimes al most shaggy-villous, free tips subterminal, divergent, 1-5 mm long. Petals 7-20 mm long, yellow, ageing somewhat orange. Anthers 4-1 mm long. Capsule 15-40 x 3-6 mm, ± scattered to densely villous and ± strig illose, only strigillose or almost glabrous. Seeds sharply angled, 1.2-1.8 mm long. Autogamous. Chromosome number: n = 7 (ring of 14 at meiotic metaphase I).
Native of eastern USA and eastern Canada. Recorded in southern Africa locally in Western Cape between the Peninsula and Stellenbosch (Figure 16 ). First recorded in 1884.
Vouchers: Goldblatt 1435; Marloth 86; Purcell 442.
6.
Oenothera indecora Cambess. in Saint-Hilaire, Flora brasiliae meridionalis 2: 268 (1830) Erect annual with several branches, up to 600 mm tall from base, everywhere covered with fine, erect pubes cence. Leaves 10-60 mm long, sinuate-dentate, lanceo late or narrowly ovate, sessile. Inflorescence erect, buds also erect; flowers borne in axils of much reduced leaves, opening near sunset. Floral tube 8-15 mm long. Sepals 5-6 mm long with slender free tips ± 1 mm long. Petals 3-6 mm long, bright yellow, fading reddish. Anthers ± 2 mm long; Filaments 4 -6 mm long. Style surrounded by anthers at anthesis; stigma with linear lobes 2-3 mm long. Capsule 15-22 x 1.5-2.0 mm, cylindric, not winged, subsessile. Seeds 0.7-1.3 mm long, broadly el- lipsoid, indistinctly and shallowly pitted, light brown. Autogamous. Chromosome number: n = 7 (7 bivalents or ring of 14 at meiotic metaphase I).
Native of South America. Scattered in weedy places and cultivated fields in eastern southern Africa, and also in Western Cape and central Namibia ( Figure 17) ; not recorded in Swaziland or Lesotho. First recorded in 1918 on the Cape Peninsula, and only after 1948 elsewhere. 
7
. O e n o th e ra longiflora L., Mantissa plantarum 227 (1771); W. Dietr. 509 (1978) . Type: cultivated in Sweden from seeds from Buenos Aires, Argentina.
The African plants belong to subsp. longiflora.
Annual or biennial, 400-800 mm tall, forming a rosette, simple or branched, densely long-villous and sparsely glandular-pubescent. Cauline leaves oblong to elliptic or narrowly ovate to ovate, short-acute, truncate to subcordate at base, sessile, 15-60 x 10-25 mm. Bracts 10-30 mm long, usually red along margins. Floral tube (65-)80-100 mm long, often streaked and flecked with dark red. Sepals 20-25 mm long, free tips 1-2 mm; apices erect or divergent. Petals 20-30 mm long, yellow, often with a red spot at base. Anthers 7-13 mm long. Capsule mostly curved and with 4 clearly distinct crenate valves at apex, 30-45 x 3 -4 mm. Seeds ellipsoid to broadly ellip soid, 1.5-2.0 mm long, brown. Autogamous. Chromosome number: n = 7 (ring of 14 at meiotic metaphase I).
Native in southern Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina. Recorded in southern Africa only locally in Western Cape, from the Peninsula to Citrusdal (Figure 18 ). First recorded in 1835. 
9.
O enothera stric ta Ledeb. ex Link ( 'striata' Enumeratio plantarum horti regii berolinensis altera 1: 377 (1821); Munz: 661 (1935), tab. 82, figs B 1-B 9; P.H.Raven: 330 (1978); W.Dietr. 536 (1978) . Type: from Chile. Figure 20C -K. 
10.
Oenothera parodiana Munz, Physis 11: 283 (1933); W.Dietr.: 564 (1978) . Type: from Argentina, Prov. Buenos Aires.
The African plants are subsp. parodiana.
Erect or somewhat decumbent annual or biennial, 300-700 mm high, forming a rosette, main stem simple or branched, obliquely ascending or arching side branch es arising from rosette, densely to sparsely long-and short-villous and glandular-pubescent, or densely to sparsely villous and glandular-pubescent. Cauline leaves narrowly oblong to lanceolate or oblanceolate, acute, rounded to truncate at base, sessile, 25-150 x 5-10 mm. 
11.
O en othera laciniata Hill, The complete veg etable system, edn. 1: 12, Appendix: 64, t. 10-70 (1767); Hill: 172, t. 6 (1768). Munz: 654 (1935); PH .Raven: 330 (1978) . Type from seeds obtained near Charleston, S Carolina.
Erect, often rank, annual, not forming a rosette, usual ly with many branches from base, these often decum bent and up to 0.4 m long, strigillose and densely villous above, especially in the inflorescence, also glandular-pubescent. Cauline leaves 10-80 mm long, sinuate-dentate or sinuate-pinnatifid, more rarely subentire, lanceolate, lower ones petiolate, upper ones sessile. Suffrutescent perennial not forming a rosette, with prostrate or decumbent, mostly simple stems 200-500 mm long, densely canescent-pubescent throughout. Cauline leaves oblanceolate or more often oblong-ovate to -obovate, sessile or nearly so, densely appressed-pubescent, 10^40 mm long, often with one pair or more of rounded teeth or lobes near base, not much reduced up the stem. Flowers borne in axils of leaves. Floral tube 25-50 mm long, densely villous. Sepals 20-30 mm long, commonly reflexed in pairs at anthesis, free tips diver gent, 1-3 mm long. Petals yellow, turning reddish, 25-45 mm long. Anthers 7-12 mm long. Capsule sessile, cylin drical, 25-55 mm long, about 3 mm thick, often curved, villous. Seeds ellipsoid to broadly ellipsoid, pitted, 1.0-1.2 mm long, brown. Outcrossing, but self-compati ble. Chromosome number: n = 7 (usually 7 bivalents at meiotic metaphase I).
Native in coastal North America from S Carolina to eastern Mexico, with a second subspecies in lower California. Naturalized locally in southern Africa north of Durban and in the Port Elizabeth area (Figure 23 ). First reported in 1912. 
13.
O en o th era rosea L'Her. ex Aiton, Hortus kewensis edn 1, 2: 3 (1789); Burtt Davy: 202 (1926); Schreiber: 5 (1967); P.H.Raven: 332 (1978) . Type grown from seeds collected in Peru. Figure 20A , B.
Weedy perennial, not forming a rosette, often bloom ing in first year, 200^500 mm high, with numerous stems from a somewhat woody caudex, strigillose throughout, more densely so in inflorescence. Cauline leaves 20-50 mm long, oblanceolate to narrowly obovate, entire to somewhat pinnatifid at base of blade, acute, base nar rowly cuneate; petioles 4 -3 0 mm long, distinct. Flowers borne in axils of much reduced leaves. Floral tube 4 -8 mm long, slender. Sepals 5-8 mm long, commonly co herent and deflexed to one side in anthesis. Petals 4.5-10.0 mm long, bright purplish rose. Anthers 2.5-4.0 mm long. Capsule clavate, 8-10 x 3-4 mm, strigillose, narrowly winged, base passing gradually into hollow, ribbed stipe 5-20 mm long. Seeds oblong-ovoid, ± 0.6 mm long. Autogamous. Chromosome number: n = 7 (ring of 14 at meiotic metaphase I).
Weed of American origin, now widespread in all warm parts of the world. Recorded throughout South Africa, Swaziland and Lesotho, and in extreme southern and northern Namibia (Figure 24) . Introduced in the 1890's. 
14.
O enothera te tia p te r a Cav., Icones et descriptiones plantarum 3: 40, t. 279 (1796); Burtt Davy: 202 (1926); P.H.Raven: 332 (1978) . Type: from Mexico.
Weedy perennial, not forming a rosette, often flow'ering in first year, 150-400 mm high, with numerous stems from a somewhat woody caudex, covered with long spreading hairs throughout, and also with shorter appressed hairs. Cauline leaves 30-100 mm long, oblance olate or elliptic, irregularly sinuate-pinnatifid in outline to entire, much reduced above; petioles mostly shorter than 10 mm. Flowers borne in axils of much reduced leaves. Floral tube 8-10 mm long. Sepals 20-30 mm long, usually coherent and deflexed to one side in anthe sis. Petals 25-35 mm long to 14 mm long late in season, white, fading purplish. Anthers 5 -6 mm long. Capsule clavate, 10-15 x 6-8 mm, with prominent wings 2 -3 mm wide, base gradually narrowed into a hollow, ribbed stipe 5-25 mm long. Seeds obovoid, ± 1.3 mm long. Self-com patible. Chromosome number: n = 7 (7 bivalents at mei otic metaphase I).
Native in the New World from Texas to northern South America. In southern Africa common in the North ern Province, North-W est, Gaunteng, M pum alanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Free State, and Lesotho, and extending into Eastern Province (Figure 25 ). First recorded in 1883 at Queenstown. 
